The next day, i June /950, JJaquat Ali Khan addressed
Canadian Club of Ottawa. Here again ne is not introducin
relatively unknown country to strangers but rather, HJ(e
member of a family to another distant one, he explains the /
and conditions needed for current understanding.
WHAT    CANADIANS   SHOULD   KNOV
ABOUT PAKISTAN
I am conscious of the fact that in addressing this distinguisl
gathering I am talking to friends and to people who take a d
interest in international affairs. I would not, therefore, attempt
this occasion to adopt the tiresome course of introducing to you
country and its people or to tell you of the origin of our new St;
But as I am assured of your friendship for Pakistan and your s>
pathetic understanding of our problems and aspirations, I woi
like to share some of these with you as friends generally do.
May I begin by reminding you that Pakistan is a Dominion wit!
the Commonwealth of Nations. I say this to underline the fact t
the Constitution under which we are at present operating is the G
stitution bequeathed to us by the British, in the shape of the so-cal
Government of India Act passed by the British Parliament in 19
although of course we have made certain changes in it to adapt it
our new status as a Dominion. This Constitution is federal in str
ture with five provinces which are autonomous in all matters exo
defence, foreign policy, communications and customs. Our n
Constitution is on the anvil and our Constituent Assembly wh
consists of the elected representatives of the people is working on
In the meantime, we continue to adjust the 1935 Constitution to m
the increasingly progressive requirements of a liberalized democra
For example, in the new elections which are shortly to be held in c
of our major provinces, it has been decided to have an adult franch
for men and women, which would be a considerable advance on I
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